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DETAILED ACTION 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1,4-6, 9, 10 and 12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Kajuch et al. 

Kajuch et al teaches a padlock with a body 124 and a shackle 126 having a first end 
158 rotatably secured in the body and a second end 156 releasable from the body, a 
motor means 150 for releasing the second end of the shackle, a memory device 138 
and comparing means microprocessor 136 (column 4, line 4) for storing/comparing data 
as set forth in column 9, lines 1-67, wherein a fingerprint scanning apparatus (biometric 
sensor) may also be used as s et forth in column 9, line 60. With respect to claims 5 
and 6, the "ENTER" key as set forth in column 9, lines 1-67 may be regarded both as an 
unlock activation button and a programming activation button. 

Claims 9 and 12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Larson et al (558). 

Larson teaches a padlock body 26, shackle 24 an electrical release mechanism 48, a 
biometric sensor (see column 8, line 41 ) which replaces a key as set forth in column 8, 
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line 38, a data storage device 106 and a comparing device microprocessor 104 (column 
6, line 25) used with the biometric sensor. 

Claims 9-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Quintana. 

Quintana teaches a padlock body 14, 16, a shackle 24 releasably secured therein, an 
electrically-operated release mechanism 30 defined by the motor as well as a solenoid 
42, a biometric sensor 34 defined by a fingerprint scanner, a biometric data storage 
device memory (paragraphs 0025 and 0026), and a comparing device microprocessor 
51 (paragraph 0028, line 3) for comparing sensed data with stored data in the memory 
and to activate the release mechanism 30, 42. 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claim 7 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Kajuch et 

al in view of Larson et al. 

Larson teaches a "CLEAR" button in fig. 1 at 22, which may be regarded as a reset 
switch for erasing data. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to utilize a reset switch with the circuitry of Kajuch et 
al, in view of the teaching of Larson et al, since such reset is well known in memory 
programming electronics. 
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Claim 10 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Larson 
et al in view of either Kajuch et al or Quintana. 

Kajuch teaches a fingerprint scanner as set forth in column 9, line 60, as does Quintana 
teach a fingerprint scanner 34 used with a padlock. It would have been obvious to one 
of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to substitute a fingerprint 
scanner for the biometric sensor of Larson et al, in view of the teaching of either Kajuch 
or Quintana, the motivation being to rapid actuation of the padlock by only those 
authorized to open the padlock. 

Claims 1, 2 and 4-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Coley in view of Quintana. 

Coley teaches a solenoid actuated padlock having a solenoid 22, pin 23, and a rotatably 
secured shackle end leg 9 which is urged upwardly by a spring 15. Quintana teaches a 
padlock and fingerprint scanner 34, a memory (paragraphs 0025 and 0026), 
microprocessor means 51 for comparing scanned and stored fingerprint data, and 
means for releasing the shackle defined by a motor 30 and solenoid 42. Quintana also 
teaches an unlock activation button 48 (paragraph 0023), a programming activation 
button 48, and a reset switch 60 (paragraph 0026) for erasing fingerprint data from the 
memory. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to provide the fingerprint scanning structure with the solenoid 
operated padlock of Coley, in view of the teaching of Quintana, the motivation being to 
allow rapid actuation of the padlock by only those authorized to open the padlock. 
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Claim 3 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Coley in 
view of Quintana as applied to claim 2 above, and further in view of Ellsberg. 
Ellsberg teaches in fig. 2 that it is well known to directly lock a leg 26 with a locking pin 
44 of a solenoid. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to lock the pin 23 of Coley with the shackle leg 10, in view 
of the teaching of Ellsberg, the motivation being that the additional part 1 8 of Coley 
would not be required, as a cost savings measure. 

Applicant's arguments filed January 10, 2005 have been fully considered but they 
are not persuasive. In response to applicant's remarks concerning the Kajuch 
reference on page 7, it is submitted that the fingerprint ID of column 9, line 60 of Kajuch 
is used as a key, since it "similarly" (column 9, line 59) "replaces" (column 9, line 56) the 
keypad. It is submitted that the remainder of applicant's remarks are moot in view of the 
new grounds of rejection. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Lloyd A. Gall whose telephone number is 703-308-0828 
and after April 2005 at 571-272-7056. The examiner can normally be reached on 
Monday-Friday, 8:30-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David Bagnell can be reached on 703-308-2151. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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Lloyd A. Gail 
Primary Examiner 




